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IN AN AGE OF DIGITALISATION,
TIMBER STILL MANAGES TO
MEDIATE BETWEEN TRADTIONAL

CRAFTMANSHIP AND INNOVATIONS
IN TECHNOLOGY. NATRE

WANNATHEPSAKUL MEETS THE

ARCHITECT MATTEQ THUN TO 1™
DISCUSS HIS WOODEN
COLLABORATION WITH RIVA 1920 '

The digitalisation of design has resiilted (0 an
Im;:qg‘:m(:ﬂm:. n.n:"‘ o::izu m l:;l:'ﬂ conefe Tuge - ke nefetuge < Ricsrase BitiTa + s hitenafeininTg
scale, For a time, the mesulting visual rendeiings

had seemed removed Tyom the structursl ality LY C

of more traditianal materals such as timbei aid (B bt . N‘ / =
masonry. But lmprovements i the teehnolagy of ) =
anginearsd timbior have made possible
curvaceous gridshell structures, amd continue o
mpand the material's scope In the breadth of
span and in halght, Whaie srchiteciure goes,
dusign will oftan follow, snd a revival of Intersst
In timbar ean also be seen |n the smaller scals of
fnitun praduction; ': m":’&:’::p::a LaBSRATS ‘.:523.!&. MEHDD
furniture miiufactune Benchmark’s temponiry | ,{
workshop set up an the st floor of the 4
Traiished (0 Rivington Street. [t demonstiated a
arowing fascination wieh craft and its
combination with large scale produttion,

O Uhe Level of design education, timbar fs
it {denl material for students 1 woik with. At
the Arhitectural Assoclation, Martin Self (s
direting a postgraduate programme called
Dasigh and Make al Hooke Park, the schaol’s
campis i fuial Dorset. Each yoar the studets
deslgn and billd an additional faetlity bullding
for ths campus, complenanting tha existing
timber structures by Frel Otto and Edward
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Cullinan. Though working with wood & not the TNE feul ¥ HHITRES

profgramme’s maln agenda, Self professes that Hia

wond lends Itsall 1o belng weikid by hand and ACO wm=sDd @ id @@

i good materlal Lo engage with? Even ,.é" = o= af
experimontal practices not mnawived far working s f i
with traditianal materlals sie exprasilng an %
Iriterest in Uimber, Alvin Huang, & director at L

&

Ananda Lavete Architects, concurs with Selfs
saiitiment. There Is a foedback process between
Ui hand apd the material he says, and suggests
that thibar leneds ftsalf particulardy well te
arehitectum's current praoecupation with
watablishing & conflueiee between taditienal
craft shiils and view digital wehnologles.

Qg architect who 15 particulasly axcited
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abaut tiinber 18 W Tualian, Matteo Thun,
Curmgntly In the process of designing a 12-stomy
teulldding for student accommodation In timber,
tee le confident that wood and glast will be the
defining materlals of the 210 cantury. He states
saplicitly! 'wood Iy allve, eancrote ts dead, for
Thun, wood schieves both i technledl and
awthatho dumbility. ‘Al Buian beligs am not
aqainst falling in love with the pating, which
tally the history of tha wooden turface, he says,
Thur's fascination with the material will be
demonstratad at this year's MM Colagne In
danuary, La Cuclig, of Living Kitchen, (s a
Itchan Imtallatien designad in collaboration
with manufacturer of wooden furniture Riva
1920, For La Cucing, Thun has designed various
slimants| & Kauil and marlile worktop for the
food-preparation area; stools, banches, a table
and opei shelves ire all made from solld wood,
The centraplece of the kitehan, the Tood' place,
Is Mighly esuberant: a tepoe structure sssemblad
it of Iitailocking cheatntit poles, The
fabirication of most of thesa plecws bagan I late
Nevambar, though soimie - for sxample the 2000
Waooilly stools « wers sloady In production,
Fabricated from a single trunk section of codar
trews, e staols dio pared down o 4 Micm
dlametar cyllndes and then a cross Iy cut into It
to crwate ths fout lags. Another is the Light
table, also 2009, In which the tabletop tapers
out towards the edges, just the legs bacome
thinner as they mach the ground, creating the
appaarancs of a slim profile oven though the
phece ks vory stuidy, Ught ts In production with a
rani of wotd types but will bs shawn In
Cilogre 7 Amarlcan red oak - It 15 the fret Hine
that Riva ias used this materal in its imitue,
This fedl ok sed for the Cuclna (nstallation
1§ salvagad from another eallabormtion betwesn
Riwi and Matteo Thun: the Woodan Neacons
Installation, constructed {n-sftu by Rive and
Exhibited durtig the Milan Furniture Falr in Aprll
B010, The hardiess and roughnes of the
unfinishad wooden planks, placed upright in

(/1) the Woodan Beacon
Pridtintiutror daifjred by
Miittwo Thim, in
cofitmetion with @i,
ke il ook ks
supHlied by (he Amrican
Havetwood Expavt Caungd|
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varlour formations, enclosed and contrasted
with thie delicate jewellary and fabrics that
camtitute the raw matsrials from Mani, & high-
and Itallan faghlon house, Thun clalms that ‘the
beacons ware not supposed ta be a nice abject.
It was 4 statemant, 5o ity not sbout the
beauty of the surface, It's about the beauty of
tha thaught!

Rip-iine has basn & mcurring thome fn Riva's
collabaration with artists and designam, During
the same Milan Furniture Falr, the exhibition Tra
Io Wriceols di Venaria was shown at tha Triennals
Muzeum, organised by Riva to colncide with the
celebration of its 00th annlvemnary, Venatian
muaring posts am driven |nto the lagoon’s water
and stay ther for batwsen flve and ten yean
beform they are replaced, In the past they have
been (mueed far flaoring) the Briccols project is
the first time that they have been tansformed
into furniture and sculptural pleces, Riva
cammissioned 30 prominant deslgness, Including

Renze Mano, David Chipperflold and Antanlo
Cltteria, The outcoms mnge from Brancus-
Inspilredd, hoinglase-shapad stools and small
tables by Marlo Rotta to absteact totam poles by
Hare Sadier, Matteo Thun designed a hardwood
table, which conslsts of two long sections of the
lagoon wood scting as the tablstop, Undeineath
Tt ars wlght roundad slanting legs svoking tha
moaring posts in tha lagoon, Thun's Biicgole
tabils |s the sprightly Yenatian variation to his
Coreling table - algo far Rva - which (s much
mora walghty and sombr, A Ceraling table
stands In the deskgner’s own mesting wan
{You can have a party on this) Than says).

Wiva has bssn collaborating with famous
designers since 1905, whan the Riva brothars,
Maurizio and Davide « the third generation
haadliing thie flrm foaideil by thelr grandfathsi
decided to axpand the company’s opertions s
wall as developing a higher profile In the high-
i Furniltiirs market, The bintheds are both

Abwryw) Melbidon XA ixfri
Sinen bl peutprial
warky W gkl
stwl with briccolé

the nifurl atwork
af Venicw's lagoon -
o create o row and
dyrinmic fible

Biliseiy atgals aid smafl
Tirbles denigivad by Marko
Hortn, The detny wmiught
by e AThcr wrpREE
in the legoon waler i
werantuated, mvaking
reflection an the pasape
af time
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carpenters as woll a4 deslgners, working in Riva's

e workal longatde 76 amployess, one of
whoii 1 theli nephaw. The faiiily legacy looks
bt to continus,

As the pame implles, Rliva wat founded in
1020, & famlly-run furriituie dake based If
Cantls, whore the compirty s still based todag.
This edty bk always Beedi i IR portant amea for
fumnlture production in ftaly. 1t s Uttered with
plles of raw wood and workahops, and now has
Its own museur of wood, The Muteo del Legno
Whea's private museum « oponed at the end of
2010, Tha museum's fagade 18 clad in thmber and

|datigred by a local architect.

The ground floor epertes as Riva's
showroom, while tie mikeui's collsction Is
diiplayed on the frst oo Riva has an
mprossive colluetion of furmiturs-making tols
FM machinery driwn from both the company's

porional collection and othar, datlng from as
';iv back a1 the 17004, 1 {s gulte the modar
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shrlng to & century's obisasslon with wood: an
eclsctic compandium of olijects and artefacts
ranging from Intricats waled models af Riva's
fumiiture to a shelf tned with small glass an
contalning various wood shavings, With this
thamie, the collection fs unique in ttaly for its
guantity and quallty,

Riva's growing penchant for unususl and
excluslive raw materlals was first manifest in the
Kaurl rangi of products, These are maie from
anclent Kaurl trees that have been bured vince
the last lce Age In New Zealand peat bogh. They
hava huge trunks - soma ay wide as seven msires
In dlameter - on average, esch tive sxcavated
wielghs 220 tonnes, Rlva ts curmntly the anly
Fuimiltiiig manifactures working with Kalrl wood
and the supply 1s Umited,

Untike mass-manufactumd products, It is not
th pristine mnditlon of a design that attracty,
but sach plece’s unlqueness and natural laws,
That ar agaln tables by designes such as Dotta

antl Thun. Evein Morman Fosted has used the
wond o panel the interior surfices of one of his
fiilal prajects in Londen.

Wiva combini contemparary Wwehnology with
thalt traditlon of high quality crafamanship, The
forms of Terry Dwan's veluptueus chalrs aie
carved fram solld blocks by CNC machines before
belng smoothenid by Hand-hold maching: for
vory small amas, they dm sandd down by haid.
Thw Riva famlly founded theli caimpiiy o
stistatnability, long before Ik Bacarie 4 necesslly
anil It attention to detall s second to nore, [t
unis dovetall jolnts for most of its cabinetry and
s 1t very own organic Rilshing oll = a speclal
miitur produced axtlusively Tor the company,

ivr's athios s durability and showing wood
I Ies natural state. As Matteo Thun enthuses|
‘Mayhe In ten yeirs, this tible from Riva will be
avnn mote beautlful. 1¥'s lke the fice of & veiy
old farrer In the mountaln, his wiinkles s
telling the story of a very fantastie 1ife!

Al laft] 1he
dwrerfamtion af (he
wiiffire if the wisd toss
et affect ity structural
iragrity

Adova right: tolle mata
dwnignad by Phillppe
Skorck, ther smiglieit ftems
It tha smitad
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