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RUGGED GOOD LOOKS
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Matteo Thun’s work on show in Milan this year includes, among
other things, BRICCOLE VENEZIA, a craggily beautiful table
made from salvaged Venetian mooring posts.

WOHDE JANE STTTA
FHOTOE COURTESY OF RIVA HD
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‘Nothing grows old
faster than the new’

MATTEQ THUN

MATTED THUN RECLINES IN AN
EAMES CHAIR ~ AN ELAMPLE
1F THE TINELESS AESTHETIC
10 WHECH RE ASPIRES.

‘8arn ih'8olzano, italy, Mattea Thun studied al
the Sabsburg Acodemy under the supervision
af Sskor Keksolika before obloining o degree
I architsetuse n Fiarance, [taly, In 1975, |n 1978
ne maved to Milon ond began warking with

1920, which presented pieces by 18-designers ond
architects, all of whom used recioimed pak from
Venice's legendary woterwoys.

What else of yours can be seen in Milan this
year?

Char atolior has been on high alart for
Balone, developing alot of pure, slmple
Tell us about your Briccole Venezia table.

Eftore Sottsass, cofouncding ihe quintessential
18805 deslgn movement, the Memphis Graugp: In
(1984 e foundad his awn studie 7 Milan, Hahos
:mrt_ed.ﬁur numErols companies; from Porache
Desion 1o Swateh, ofwhich he wos creative
 director from 1990 to 3993, Alang the way, he
has designed everything from on espresso cup
. toentine hotels: n Miltn this year, tis werks an
“ahew Inchude Briccate Venazia, thi deceptively
- slinple toble he designed for Riva 1520, which is

canals, This design formi part of o

larger project for Milan by furniturs company Riva

_}i&_fnlm reclaimed briccole, or ‘mooring pokes’

We have a longstanding relationship with
Rivo 1020, and thoy pre always open to

experimentation when it comes to realizing

ot dieaigns: The tuble wos inspired by the
Grrand Canalt the waoy the lers are angled
amd oross dver recalls Hieway Uhe mooring
posts ook inthe canalecape of Venlee, The
tabletop is sectioned from the mooring
post itselfand pressrves the criginagl
alinpe, Lotaet, What is reallv special s the

slmost fosstlized surface; as wall as the fact

Ehiat Lind bl brings w plece of Vonies into
£l lomie.
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and beautiful designs, meinly working
with wood. They go from bath colleations
and nocessories to farniture and kitolion
degigns. Wo'rpalzo invalved in two
ditferent axhibition projocts - fros works
that are challenging and alot of fun as
widl, W hope you'll have o look at them,
Chataide of Balone, the architectnre team
hins fimished the molbi-use complex at Via
Tortonw 87, just beliind the Nhow Hotel.
Your Venetian toble seems along way from
Memphis. Looking around today, what would
you say hos been the legacy of Memphis?
Porward-thinkingness, n search for
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" THEOLO WOOD APEEARS IN ITS NATURAL STATE, WS
ANDALL :

EACH TABLETOR USES A SECTION OF A BRICCOLE (NOORISG POST),
115 SHAPE UNCHANEED,

THIK PRASES THE ‘ALMDST FOSSILITED" AFPEARANCE IOF THE
SALVABED WOGD.

now golutions and the nérve Lo overstop
bonndaries - that was our motto in the
Memphie days. And my motto e nevee
changed., [ learned s ot during that period.
Architecturolly speoking, whot ore you working
onnow?

Severnl different, vory challenging hotel
projects all over Buropd.

You've won several design owards for your
hotels and spas. What's the most Important
thing in designing o hotel?

Architeotnre means designing the soul

of the place: Congidering the location

of the hotal isas important ag having o
CONTAZAONE W - one brave enongh

to go for a long-lasting and sustainable
prohitecture and interior: eoologically,
eeonomieally and teahnologically.
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How did you go about developing the Misson|
hotel concept, for example?

v lenosyn Hosita Missond for o long timie;
Py followed Hor fashion, and [ anderstand
hor philosophy, Almost o decide ngo, wo
designed the storo and brand coneoept

fore her New York, Tulinn and Gormin
stores, Bo for the hotels, we did not etert
from perital Missonis fmshion signatnre
was the starting polnt - 1Ewasall about
marrying Missoni colours and the Missoni
fitestylie Lo ouraxporisnos of hospitality
ponoepts.

What mistakes do people usuolly make in
designing a hotel?

Ifvou don't fespect the sense, the soul

of the place, you interforaaither with
nintuire or with the infrastroctnre of the

surroundings. Another mistake is to not
respect the human approach - especially
regurding the Intericr, There 15 nothing
that grows old faster than the new. Only

Ll pinee, simple and beantifal concept
endures.

Dascribe your philosophy of design, please.
Uae toohnology— don't drees up tsohnology.
Finally: what are your ambitions for the future?
Tonever stand still.

isaltvsthuncam



