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Hotel Babylon

Inventively colonising an old factory, Mhow redefines the boutique hotel.

Habitués of the annual orgy of
chairs and canapés that is the
Milan Furniture Fair will be
familiar with the Zona Tortana,a
former industrial quarter in the
south of the city now recast as an
effervescent locus af design and
designers. Chock full of galleries,
showrooms and studios, Tortona
fizzes with frantically networking
bede figure at Salone time, Yet what
the area historically kxcked was

an appropriately chi-chi place te
stay, a deficiency more than amply
rectified by the much rumpeted
launch of Mhaw, mastarminded by
archivect Marceo Thun and interior
designer Danlele Beretm. Beyond
Ies fashbonably monosyllabic brand
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name [a chimerical conflation
of how and now), Mhow s a
serious mission 1w redefine and
evale the Bamillar concept of the
boutique hovel, notably in terms
of scale, Cunningly inserted into
the redundant shell of a former
General Electric factary, Mhow
boasts a hewvy hitting 24% rooms,
yet strives o creane an impression
of lourious intimacy, proving that
boutlquenass and bigness need
not be mutually exclusive,
'I'hough an unprl.-pu:ms:in,g
industrial hulk, the GE factory
could provide space, and its
heroic proportions have been
energetically seized upon by the
architects o oreate a grandly

et o

scaled backdrop for the swishings
and swankings of Mhew's high-
e clientele. The searing public
lobbies are bracing exercises in
remodelled-facrory-chic, their
polished concrete walls and floors
animated by zingingly Fauwist
accents of pink, orange and red in
the translucent panels that divide
space and filter light like giant
flattemied-out Sweet Wrappers.
Carefully choreagraphed
seatterings of signature furniture
from Poltrona Fraw, Kartell

and Artemide provide further
sculptural brio, though at times
you feel you have strayed into
the prototypes department of an
upmarker shawroom.
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Guest rooms are also generously
proportioned with high ceilings,
like American lofts or modern
wversions of Georgian drawing
rooms. Gaury drapes and
translucent panels actiully screen
barhrooms and storage areas, an
old SmrckfSchrager trick, but it
still works, Rooms are double
banked off a circulation spine,

but the farmiliar banalicy of hotel
corridors i dissipaved by doors
daubed with edgy silver graffiti
and muscular riveced columns, the
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building’s original structure.
O each floor, praivie-like i

lobbies are translormed inoo
surreal stage sets, giving free rein
o the wackier end of the furniture
design spectrum, so that you can
cleck your location by the fake
zebra head or the chaise longue
shaped like a pinkly shrisking
mauth. This sybaritic, Fellini-esque
vite alse extends 1o the duplex
presidencial suite, Kitted out in
soothing power-neutrals, it has
an array of gliss portheles in the
ceiling, some of which are set in
the bath in the upper floorn, so that
those below can enjoy the show.
Mewadays fashionable hotels,
like fashionable shops. have the
life expectancy of a mayfly, so
the pressure to keep reirventing
themsehoes to snare their mrger
clientele is intense. Mhow has a
demagraphic of Walipaper readers,
business groovers and people who
lap up Hip Hote! books firmly in
is cross-hairs, and. for now, its
achingly contemporary circus of
ther absurd will work ks magic and
draw the crowds, But give me the
calm, frescoed, opulence of the
Four Seasans (a former comvent) in
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