Forbes

10 Of The World’s Most Desirable
Penthouses

New York architect Rosario Candela drafted the blueprint for penthouses in the
1920s. A century on, the template remains the same, and in these world-class
locations they’re some of the most desirable places to call home.
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In both price and desirability, penthouses often represent real estate’s most literal expression of the top tier.
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enthouses. The cherries (literally) on top of a high-rise or skyscraper. Coveted

city-center addresses. Private elevators. Incredible views. Much of what we now

take for granted is thanks to New York architect Rosario Candela, who can be
credited for seeing into the future back in the 1920s—a time when residential
penthouses were simply drafty rooftop spaces where the servants lived. Candela
appreciated that Wall Street’s skyscrapers were a statement of big city business, so why

wouldn’t we live in the skies as well?



Candela set the template for today’s penthouse, complete with sprawling living spaces,
wrap-around terraces for ultimate outdoor viewing and entertaining, high ceilings and

plenty of privacy within a shared building.
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In the hierarchy of a building, everything builds toward the top, where the final residences are designed not just to occupy

space, but to define it. In Portland, Oregon, that means life hovering above the Willamette River.
LUXE | FORBES GLOBAL PROPERTIES

Fictional (and often fabulous) characters in film and television have chosen the luxe of
penthouse living for decades. In the 1958 film Auntie Mame, the titular character
drastically changed her Beekman Place penthouse decor six times, and designer
Jonathan Adler famously commented that watching the Technicolor movie is an

absolute “rite of passage” for any aspiring interior designer.

Mad Men’s ad mogul Don Draper chose a swinging ’60s pad with a sunken living
room/conversation pit as the ideal place to kick back, chain-smoke and sip Old
Fashioneds while taking in the Manhattan skyline’s twinkling lights. And superhero
Tony Stark in Marvel’s Iron Man went full high-tech with his own lab and private

landing pad in a multistory penthouse atop super-swanky Stark Tower.



Five stars on Lake Garda

This penthouse sits within the five-star Falkensteiner Resort in Salo, Italy, which means
its luxury amenities are available to residents, while private sun terraces and a rooftop
pool add to this level of relaxed Lake Garda living. Lush, cascading plants drift over the
terrace railings, while the interior’s contemporary design and decor, crafted by Milan-

based Matteo Thun & Partners, create an atmosphere that invites peace and wellbeing.

At this top-floor Lake Garda residence, the outdoor spaces take the lead, and the view makes clear why. On the market for

€2.7 million (around $3.17 million).
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