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Franco Albini, Milan underground museun for the treasure Ol the ancient Duomo

the center of Genoa. Designed in 1952, it 1s
“ow in early stages of construction.

In order for its priceless vessels to be used frequently in sacred
ervices, it is located m an excavation under the courtyard
behind the Archbishop's altar. the Sacristy of which is accessible
close by on the side of the courtyard. The public enters from the
altar room into the masonry-paved subterranean stronghold by
. winding stair only four feet wide, entering agam three addi-
tional round vaults (the largest of which is about thirty feet in
diameter ). each of which has only a single door cut into its thick
masonry wall. Here security is fact and drama both.

In contrast to the medieval massiveness of the walls and floor,
the pleated concrete ceiling brings the modernity of meticulous
cechniques and materials —a juxtaposition no one exploits as
effectively as the Italians. In each vault the pleats turn into a
circular fan culminating in a blind glassblock eye. The pleats
enfold the ventilating ducts. The floors of the vaults 1all away n
51:13110‘&‘5. asymmetrical concentric circles, giving the spectator
views from more than one eye level. Lighting is entirely arti-
ﬁﬂalv_cmcﬁ'ﬂtl‘a‘ting on the rich. centuries-old objects mn their
twentieth-century glass prisms. On model below ceiling is raiséd.

Franco Albim, whom Kidder Smith

architect 1n [taly,” suggests his range 1

of San Lorenzo n







Building for a union: interiors
and facade by Giorgio Cavaglieri

This west 43rd street building, now
30 vears old, originally belonged to
Schrafft's, changed hands several
times, and now provides headquar-
ters for A. F. of L. Dining Room Em-
plovees Union Local 1, which has
13.000 members. Architect Cavag-
lieri retained only the original skele-
tal frame and masonry 1n remodel-
ing the building, which he designed
and furnished, inside and out.
Cavaglieri achieved not only prac-
tical functioning with durable ma-
terials but an extremely handsome,
albeit timeless appearance by his
care in designing both large and de-
tailed elements, starting on the ex-
terior with neat, original facade of
gray and black granite with alumi-
num spandrels, to the interiors where
lines of light, acoustical and wall
surfaces, and furniture, are pleas-
antly apportioned.

Terrazzo floor and mosaic ceiling in
lobby are from Foscato; granite
from Marblecraft, Inc.; all lighting
fixtures from Gotham Lighting Com-
pany; doors: U. 5. Plywood; ply-
wood partitions: unit-panel flush
“Birch-face” partitions from White
Manufacturing Co.; flooring: Matico
asphalt tile; custom-~built benches
from Ganger, Inc.; furniture: Her-
man Miller Furniture Company, All
Steel Equipment Company, and
Brunswick~Balke-Collender Co,
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