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v The one-room environment
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sianfranco Fini's

flexible furniture components
ine blocks of an interior architecture
| ignores
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-ibes himself as a designer
and “visual operator” which
| is an awkward phrase in
kkinglish, but appropriate,
nonetheless, to his method of
solving the problems of liv-
Ing in a very limited and ir-
regular rented apartment.
Refusing to invest in struc-
tural alterations, Fini has
canceled out the existing
walls and ceilings by paint-
ing them a soft dark green
which sweeps them into in-
indefinable shadowy back- X
ground. His apartment has ¥
a definite, separately en- '
closed entrance, as well as
a small wing consisting of
an anteroom leading to the
kitchen and bath. The main
space contains two conven-
tional furniture groups—a
' bed at one end, a dining table
| and chairs at the other
| separated by a cluster of
.

cube-like components., A few

are for storage and high

enough to serve as room di-

viders; a few are low table-

stool cubes. There are also
| screens, and sculpture which
I Serves as screening, Two ceil-
| ing cut-outs which introduce |
light from skylights by day
and incandescent spotlight-
ing by night provide focus
for the two main areas, as
well as highlighting the
| works of art. Between them,
| the works of art and the
/ movable screens and storage
| components supply the prac-
| tical needs and esthetic stim-
uli of Fini’s flexible environ-
ment, It is one way of thumb-
ing one’s nose at the land-
lord whose walls and ceilings
keep the weather out.
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Credits and sources

Cubic storage and divider compon-
ents: Gianfrancoe Fini. Dining table
and chairs: Saarinen designs from
Knoll International. Sculptures of
anodized aluminum and steel
graphic elements: Gianfranco Fini.
Painting in dining area: Tano Festa.
Paintings, drawings and sculpture
in bedroom area: Tano Festa, En-
rico Castellani, Cesare Tacchi, Gino
Marotta, Mario Ceroli,
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