Romaldo Giurgola

il is hi - in two schools
he pubil is his own pace-setter 1n
T—OGng Elakeshift, one developed 1n toto—

exemplifying the revolution in education

1. UN School in
a loft building

The most cosmopolitan group
of school children in the
world may be the 500 pupils
who attend classes in a five-
story midtown Manhattan,
loft building of concrete and
heavy timber which has been
renovated and equipped with
air conditioning, ventilation
and heating. This is the
United Nations International
School for the offspring of dip-
lomats stationed at the UN.
It is an interim, low-budget
facility to serve, hopefully,
only until the realization of a
multi-use UN structure con-
taining a school with 3 times
the capacity (1500 pupils),
plus 700 apartments, 3 Con
Edison transformer substa-
tions, and parking for 300
cars. The project, awaiting
its required appropriation of
$27,000,000 is by the same
firm which produced the $1,-
000,000, 50,000 square-foot
UN school in the Iloft,
Mitchell/Giurgola Associates
Architects of Philadelphia
and New York. The team,
frequently featured in INTE-
RIORS, was last represented in
our pages just a year ago
with a student union for the
State University at Platts-
burgh, N.Y.; most of our
readers know that Professor
Giurgola, AIA, long ago was
INTERIORS’ art director, and is
now Chairman of Columbia
University’s Department of
Architecture,” and that
Ehrman B. Mitchell, Jr,
FATA, is President of the
Pennsylvania Society of Ar-
chitects. A bit of information
which may not yet be general
knowledge is that the firm
has recently been awarded
the commission to design
Yale's two new dormitories.
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With industrial indoor-
outdoor carpeting underfoot,
white-painted perimeter walls,
and suspended industrial flu-
orescent fixtures, the archi-
tects have provided the Spar-
tan comforts of a basic shell
within which little else is
fixed, except in certain spe-
cial spaces such as the en-
trance lobby and kitchen.
Bold graphics used with a
color-code floor-identification
system is the principal medi-
um of decor. All other visual
divertissements are the living
and moving cast of charac-
ters and the educational tools
being used—books, TV
screens, maps, chalkboards.

The fact that there are
relatively few scheduled class-
es in which pupils of about
the same age proceed togeth-
er through the day—the tra-
ditional learning ceremony in
elementary schools and to a
]_esser degree in high schoolg—
1S not a symptom related to
the international mix at this
school, but something that ig
happening everywhere. The
concept of large groups going
thm_ugh the same learning
motions in unigon, following
the commands of g teachery-
captain hag given way to an-
other, long usged In a numbey
of prestigious E}meriment'ﬂ
schools. In thig system EaL:h
student followg 5 learnin
program partly mappeq mﬁ;
for him ang partly mappeq

out by him but b
' Y ar .
}umseif‘ alone, al]ﬂwin;d ht;?xz

t P
¥ explore knowl.




S

1888

cludes:

o offer
/ depart-

" ctorage/partition/desk unit

IgNers
iented
s wel-

1 ht-like
i (ulty.

the
aster
Reay.

wan-
1gan

dlipp

T 0 20
_l ERER |

entry hall
reception
office :

hearsa
gisemhlyfdini ng hall
kitchen
teaching

lounge
faculty conference

oms,
nel-

pre-
ture

(=N s RS Tl Al

ord-
age

A

. ier
b, :
m-=
or

...&I.rl I-ll.

| &GS

R T T i




,\iit(,he]l/(_;]u]”{}]ﬂ ty :L[h'iﬂﬁl"ﬁ office, gl ; {hﬂ:a']{:% }}llt. HIDFU}' Sf;h{}(}f I'qut.'lllf'[it":-; H*LH]T”
P 1 = his own personal carrel— ﬂvm!;lg, m_m*alhle _ storage June 1968—an ::-.a;[l,f .
*’\-‘:”’M}C]dtes‘ where he can turn on cassette partition units serving partly analysis of the ‘.LH.L,..-L,mid_fﬂa
TV instruction and lectures, as desks and partly as home and required tr._g:..{.l,H~Ex151iH
and information retrieval ma- bases for each student. cilities for E]w;.“lfft?lﬂlllul fa.

; : 1 lementary

chines as he will. The need secondary age Yy ais

¢or classrooms declines, and (¢ yy such facilities

what classrooms are used are 2 ) Peﬂn magnet Lo mlufzitifiz:! ]a

enclosures continually 1n pro- H]g‘h SChOOl ods, but as tl H._‘.‘f“l meths
cess of thunge——enlau'mament, layout, trans | 'l';“ tf-‘ the
contraction, regrouping, mak- Mitchell Giurgola’s William ties, and need o1l Tacily
ing and unmaking. Thus the Penn High School ia based nity in whicl © Commu
architects of the UN School on architect/planner David The educ: q "‘?{HF
provided few walls and con- Crane’s “North Philadelphia basic to the if'”&mm
uay j
verieg

lio. and ventional

ch tlil‘E];'
.‘f'-.el not 'DI]I




o
L
L
L]

.‘,fl: :;HE . L
T v SRS
L A

.-.I-II-'F TR ii T ¥
W Penn “Magnet” High School models and plan of main level

R

4

N ! : 7
|-
Il |

= = I |

administration offices
child development
e¢ntrance court
book store

5 theater

3 music
stage craft
experimental theater
house classroom unit
learning center
faculty offices
classrooms above
student dining

i R .
B 4 kitchen
& instructors oflice

i B
31 TITTTUTE o PT VY o s
X | r/-l \ remedial gymnasium
B L — gymnasium
pool

' (]
faculty offices




Mitchell /Giurgola
Associates

the one mentioned briefly
with regard to the UN school
on the preceding pages—~that
each child will be following
an individualized program
shaped by his own capacities,
needs, and goals. Instead of
moving in groups from class
to class students move indi-
vidually from library to labo-
ratory to their personal study
carrels. The size of the stu-
dent’s circuit—the distances
between study  centers—

||'||I |' '||'*"

increase as he grows older, so
that by his mid teens he may
not even be bound within the
confines of one school build-
ing or even one school-
building complex. For if he
has some specialized interest
which requires specialized
technical, spatial, or library
resources that cannot be du-
plicated in every neighbor-
hnud high school of moderate
size, then he may spend large
portions of his time in the
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field. That kxi?g fm -
would be called ;
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a particular ﬁf—'ld&hﬂ
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matlﬂﬂ or LDmmqu lll
Eventually he mlght
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of location is necessarily increasing  tp,
Crane points cost and time of : °  ommunity-oriented too. iliti
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educati?nal parks est elementary school facili- Wi]l%?ri Pefl s School, the into five major activity areas:
tail the disadvantage ty should thus be intimate- specializin un - High SE}}GDI Administration and Special
»'_'_humeateaﬁﬂa separa- scaled and closely embraced tions nuwg ]:;m—1 communica- Educational Centers: In-
- sommunities from Efll.l- h:f th‘e residential commu- $13,000,000 {emdg hful]t fof structional Materials Center
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onal facilltl!&ﬂ after scale, the magnet high school School Aclmini::}t:a;r:;”I of nasium and Pool. Fronting
BRI Ndcnying s com= - can be large, though located area of 526,000 square feet 1t ool 0. Street are the Ad-
participatlﬂﬂ in the at a subway or other e : , 1t ministration complex and a

: will accommodate 8,000 stu- 500-: |
nuiivy % : é ) - 500-seat theater. In the cen-
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John E. Bertini, AIA, partner in 1_'_I1;r1.1',5_:{.-'|'.{t fﬁslg:n, and
Alsey W. Newton, Jr., AIA, chief .d_uh.lg“m m]-_ e Interior:
Furnishings section. Collaborating on th'?_]anf scaping was
the firm of Sasaki, Dawon, DeMay Associates, Inc, Edm{m
»rice did the lighting. , ! : =
PTI“I:f:!l:II*t Eng‘:gﬁl in banks, §f'111:1=n15, mdl}ﬁtrlal 'bulldingg,,.'
shopping centers, gt:;uﬁumrl,_“'llﬁi'ﬂh Mornis, {:Jram & An- -
derson have an interior design u:'lepurtt.u&nt with a peérma-
nent staff of four—two trained as architects, two asiinterisss
or designers—under Alsey Newton. U‘-’-*—’-a-‘if‘}”ﬂ]]F lnteﬁull'f"
designer Sally Walsh of Houston 1s c.alled in as a consult-
ant. The firm now has a definite policy of trying for the

interior contract on all of its buildings (the work alwayss
done under a separate contract, incidentally), because, as*

Anderson says, “We feel that in the commercial area t'-"_'

is the way it’s going to go.”"—0.G.,

Mitchell/Giurgola & Associates Architects
(Continued from page 130)

ter, secluded from the distractions of the street, are e
six Academic Houses (which are the basic study areas for
ordinary academic high school subjects, and where the
“home base” individual study carrels are also located). e
IMC links the Broad Street school areas with the Housess
Toward the residential community is the Dining and Ree
ation building, which is connected to the main circulation
artery. The Gymnasium and Pool facility to the south iss
adjacent to the playing areas. On site parking is provided:
under the structure along Broad Street.

This senior high school for young men and women in the:
9th through 12th grade has a built-in expansion capaecity to
accommedate 1,000 additional students (from 3,000 %o
4,000). It will serve students in the William Penn com=
munity as well as students from other parts of the city
majoring in communications—journalism, radio, TV, theéass
ter. :

The implementation of the educational innovations re=
quires spaces for large and small group instruction, team
teaching, independent study, and flexible scheduling in Smalt
time-modules. (cont’d. p. 1641
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HARTER

900 SERIES

New MSH seating by Harter. Superbly crafted

yet modestly priced. (And even more comfortable
than they look!) Available in 6 swivel and
conference models. Now on display at Harter
showrooms in New York, Chicago, Denver and
Los Angeles. Send today for MSH brochure.

Model MSH 911 Swivel Chair: 1st Award, 1969 IBD Honors Awards
HARTER | CORPORATION

1102 Prairie Avenue
Sturgis, Michigan 49091

Please send me the MSH 900 Series seating brochure
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Time module vs. class period

It is pertinent to peint out that the module, meaning 5
fixed period of time, is the term used instead of period in
new educational parlance. In his individual program the
student may devote several consecutive time modules to
uninterrupted work on a research, learning, or laborate
task on which he wishes to concentrate (just as this kind of
individualized education encourages him to concentrate for
days or weeks on a massive progress effort, going far above
his standard grade in a subject—language, science, mathe-
matics, or whatever—to which he feels committed,

Equipment is provided for open-and-closed-cirenit
television and computer-assisted teaching. An Instruetional
Materials Center, combining all instructional media and
communications links, is the focal point of the complex.
Faculty work space is fitted into each major subjeet area.

Flexible spaces

Many different types of teaching and learning processes
will be conducted within the school, requiring a diversity of
classrooms, laboratories, etc. Generally spaces are designed
without fixed interior walls and with provision for a flexible
arrangement of space to meet changing needs. The sizes of
learning groups are classified as large groups—90-500
students; intermediate groups—=20-40; seminars up fto 15,
and individual study.

Organization of the educational plant

The William Penn program required six separate but
identical instructional units called Academic Houses, each,
in effect a 500-student school within the 3000-student com-
plex. Each house will have its own faculty-counseling-
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1 SiX separate but
lemic Houses, egch
2 3000-student eom.
faculty-counseling.

f INOIAS
RAFTS-

e individual students’ home bases

@ arE t-h iy
: 915 .n_each house, each carrel providing

aff:
Gy carrﬂld coat storage for two students. Each
L k _"*“d for portable electronic equipment. A
iﬂ‘ﬁﬂdﬂi wire JJassrooms for English, Foreign Lan-

lm'll ”"tamdies Mathematics, Typing. Outside the
o Yo stud ’1 centers for Music, Art, Theater,
e Arts, Physical Education.

. 1 ent
: hing equipm
gic teac

: d-closed tv instructional system will be fed
ction studio and an instructional studio each
m. Each will be able to hrqad{:ast in black-
8 4 color. Broadcasts will be dlstrll:tuted thl‘ﬂug_h a
,nﬂ-whlEE '“-ln center in the school’s Instructmpgl Materials
n:uifﬂ“mﬂm teaching station will have capability for tele-

(ater: Emil:lors program original via closed circuit tele-
. B I . +

rﬂ“ﬂn und dial access intercom.

sl

The %
t'_m acuﬂt

u
rol ro0

uu,“\.,5_me\w=ssir:mal communications and theater facilities
the radio studio will accumm:::date small audio produc-
. transmit local community programs.
““mﬁim Arts area’s b00-seat theater will have a
ipdraulic lift and fully equipped stage fly. The additional
. ontal workshop theater will have a flexible scenery

id and banks of movable seats.
fyerior and interior finishes

The building will be of exposed poured-in-place architec-
il concrete, the form marks and holes showing—and
isiemed to look orderly and attractive. The floor construc-
tm is generally exposed flat slab construetion, with a
nb floor slab system at Broad Street. Long spans over the
bmnasiom and Swimming Pool are exposed structural

__(continued on page 166)

Koch & Lowy

Designs

Floor and table lamps and
ceiling fixtures.

LF 2001. Floor lamp designed
by Pat Hoffman. Polished
stainless steel. 50" high X

21" wide x 21" deep. Uses

ten 25 watt bulbs.

4
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edward axel roffman

asrociater. inc.
160 East 56th Street New York, NY 10029, PL 3-4252

D-4 SWIVEL ARM CHAIR

| 4

il DESIGNED BY WILKE/DAWIS ASSOCIATES

RWD-5 REVOLVING ARM CHAIR

| moves through them, looks up or down from one level to

RWD-11 SWIVEL ARM CHAIR

¥

Pepresented nationally. Please Write [o
2 tor

YOUr area representative
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Interior finishes are few, with much concrete gy

= |

:Non—lnad-bearing walls will e paluiccE .

acoustical ceiling tile ugill be usgd only where requireq %
satisfy acoustical criteria. Teaching areas will generally b, M

carpeted, main circulation and other heavy-use areas flooreq
' in terrazzo or exposed concrete floor finishes.

Community-oriented vs. academic facilities

The site considerations—isolation of the 6 Academj,
Houses in the center and the orientation of community
related facilities to the street, etc., have already been u:
plained. It remains to be said that though the main approach
to the school is from Broad Street, students may reach the

| houses directly from entrances within the school grounds,

the dining areas and gymnasium may be reached
without traversing other school areas, and cirenlation
throughout the school complex is principally located at the
second level and connects all major elements of the sehool
Most of the facts above are taken virtually verbatim fron;

 the official Mitchell/Giurgola presentation of the sehool,

and though they constitute a clear explanation of the educa-
tional program and the design implications of that yrogram,
they are mute on the question of just what kind o psyche-
logical, psychic, and esthetic environment is pr vided by
this school. Of course the architects, again, make thcir official
explanation: “An appropriate human scale is achieved by
arranging the various instructional areas into a complex
of different structures linked together to form one fune
tional unit. The separation of these areas provides eon-
tinuous open spaces throughout the school grounds®

To open the mind and touch the heart

The plans, cross sections, and renderings tell us more
about the delights of these spaces, how they relate to each
other, how occupants will see from one to the other as he

L #* L ] L

FROM OUR COLLECTION OF FINE ANTIQUE
ORIENTAL and EUROPEAN RUGS

It we don't have it our Special Order dept. can make
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i i a A
wetlern Representative; Mr. Gene Ashiey 122 South Robertson Bowlevard, L%

We Alse Do Fine Rug and Carpet Cleaning, Repairing and AI"F,-.

circle 96 on reader S€

INTERIORS HD\’E:‘-!B .




5 through architectural frames at spaces pe.

'i?ak Jlcoves and pits for contemplation or conyer.
M’"&hlﬂdﬂeﬂﬂrmﬂient is tranquil and at the same time

,m:f mﬂ?es.

yis Kahn, who has pinned down a system of
ces” and “slave spaces” (or utility spaces), and
who is now designing according to his “field

ustes ST ,
atter l%;f:;inned on page 110), Giurgola has said nothing

;hwﬂ'" mental system of any kind. Yet the plans
mtldﬁemp (and numerous Giurgola designs of the

) . enn p
ot wﬂhmlihﬂw a system of diagonal movement through

P:ﬁs“”r the diagonal development system of Netsch's
geatly 88 ' Giurgola’s diagonal-moving interiors funec-
; ﬂt::ﬁngly well for flexible/modular education in that
fion literally enable the student to find with maximum
it the stations where he will carry out his program,
dicens ¢ the building masses, and the happy pro-
The of the spaces between them are less susceptible to
“,hmizl by formula. In any case it is good to see design

n{tﬁsﬂlﬁber becoming environment for our children and

our mmnunities.—-O.G.

Walter Netsch
(Continued from page 114)

wdal interchange on the main north-south campus walk
and eventual walk interchange to Student Services, Art
and Music, Performing Arts, and the passive meadows of
the lagoon and lakefront campus. At this entrance level,
the entry lantern, benches, steps, clerestories, nodal spaces,
and columns supporting the research towers, intermingle
with the heavily-treed old campus and the lake views.

“The first level above the plaza contains those special
group reader environments that logically participate on the

THE
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JAPANESE INTERIORS by the
Editorial Board, Gakuyo Shobo.
An introduction to
room interiors
peculiar to Japan,
as well as the things
and objects which
go to make up these
interiors; reflecting
the living patterns of
Japanese people In
different social envi-
ronments and occu-
pations at different
periods of Japanese
history. This is the
rich store of objects
from which contem-
porary Japanese
architects and decorators borrow
in designing the attractive Japa-
nese interiors of today. 88 pag%sﬁ.
illustrated. $3.

i

“ % Comprising a
e CieClic interior
ure illus, $13.50

“8are available from your local bookseller of from

'APAN PUBLICATIONS TRADING CO.: .
€95 Howard St., San Francisco, Califorma

Y /Mla residents please add 5%2% sales tax.) 94103
JAPAN PUBLICATIONS .
‘i wier service card
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Custom printed on paper, vinyl

or metallics

ALLUME

ORIGINAL DESIGNS / CUSTOM WALLCOVERINGS

AL & CONTRACT INTERIORS

FOR RESIDENT!

SCOTT SANDSTROM

ENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022
PLAZA 8-2975

Boston, pMass.
WALLS UMLIMLTED

= bus, Ohlo -
G SON., ING.

RUTH WIL

. EEﬂES,GJHf
EL;%E;{HEJ..UHGHFIELD

Cleveland, Ohio
g?gﬁlﬁgf‘;lg RUTH WILSON, INC.
Dallas, Texas

Telaly EDOWARD HUGHES, INC.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Mmmi. Fla. JW EHD"“JHDD"J

ATRIUM HANDPRINTS

Mantreal, Que.
Call DEE'DHATDHS MART

BRICS




	IMG_0878
	IMG_0879
	IMG_0880
	IMG_0881
	IMG_0882
	IMG_0883
	IMG_0884
	IMG_0885
	IMG_0886
	IMG_0887
	IMG_0888

