The popularity of the office party is sO
great that it is often no longer con-
fined to Christmas. Clerks, stenogra-
phers, salesmen, executives, and even
accountants are finding more and
more opportunities for getting loaded
together. It is perhaps for this reason
more than any other that, as office
space becomes dearer, each individual
worker, while forced by circumstances
to be nearer his neighbor, needs the
modern equivalent of a bundling board
to separate himself as much as pos-
sible from the neighbor. This is clearly
a development of the party system be-
cause (a) The chasee of the previous
night does not want to have to listen to
the excuses of the chaser (particularly
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if the chaser was caught) ; (b) The
chaser wants to be able to .get away
and hide until he or she thinks up &

good excuse.

We are not absolutely certain that

manufacturers of furniture and equip-
ment have recognized all the nuances
arising from these qctivities but our
measurements will help designers ar-
range units in logical ways—to provide
the proper party atmosphere when oc-
casion demands. No one need worry
about whether the furniture or equip-
ment functions for work and play; our
office worker community is quite orig-
inal in the art of adaptation.

It is the constant boast of manufac-
turers of office furniture that no other

illust*mti ons b
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branch of the furniture industry py
made more careful anatomical studieg
or done more research on the fyp,.

tional use of drawers, shelves gnq
lighting, the dimensions of telephopeg
ledgers, stationery, etc. than they have:

For designers who would build thejy
own, or manufacturers who might
change their lines, we present these dj.
mensional drawings.

The file cabinet used is undoubtedly
the most frequently used or misused
piece of office equipment available. :
These pages show some of the stand-
ard measurements involved as well as
Nino’s idea of an efficiency expert's
nightmare.




Although the first arrangement shown on the opposite page
(far left) is guaranteed to take inches off the waist, it tends

to impede office traffic. Adequate clearance should be provided
to allow passage between two banks of files.

An efficient method of insuring good secretarial posture is to
allow inadequate clearance for access behind file drawer,

a8 shown above. The position assumed at near left (opposite
page) would be quite appropriate for the annual Christmas
party but a bit too much for day to day office routine. |
Clearance should be at least 4 feet.

To permit comfortable ogling a bald-headed eclerk requires a
total distance from behind his desk to the nearest obstruction
of from 3'-0” to 3’-8" if passage is required.

Diagram below at left illustrates the distance required by a
headless stuffed shirt from behind his desk to the nearest wall

or obstruction assuming no passage required.




Open file plus passage plus open file.

Desk plus chair plus passage plus file.
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Desk plus chair plus passage.

Desk plus passage plus drawer plus file.
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Desk plus passage plus file.
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Desk plus chair; no passage.
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Desk plus chair plus passage.
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